THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

When the Prime Minister had finished his speech, the
meeting was adjourned to be continued after lunch. It
would seem quite natural that the Commanders who had
met there should have exchanged rapid impressions on the
effect which the Prime Minister had produced, so that they
might know in a general way what opinions would be
given in their own speeches. As a matter of fact we had no
time for this, nor was it necessary, because things had gone
so far that without any previous accord our opinions
coincided, particularly on the necessity of negotiating
peace as quickly as possible.

After lunch the session was renewed at about four
o'clock. The Prime Minister called upon General
Matallana to speak, as Head of Aggroupment. He spoke
magnificently and gave with absolute sincerity his opinion
that it would be madness to continue the struggle, because
it would mean much useless bloodshed. Among many
minor considerations he gave several opinions which
coincided with those which I had put to the Prime
Minister a few days before in Madrid. He said that since
the fall of Catalonia the people and the Army had had
their morale broken down by hunger and that they knew
perfectly well that the war should end as soon as possible.
That our war industries, terribly reduced by the fall of
Catalonia, were incapable of producing the indispensable
minimum for continuing the struggle. Moreover, we
lacked raw materials. That the scarcity of provisions made
this time of privations more tragic, because with each day
that passed importation was more difficult, since the
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